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„  F.  E.  WILDE. 

„  J.  W.  WAINWRIGHT. 

„  H.  E.  WILCOCK. 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
and 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  COMMITTEE 


Health  Committee : 


Councillor  W.  E.  TETLEY,  Chairman. 
Councillor  L.  MALLINSON,  Vice-Chairman. 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee: 
Councillor  Mrs.  A.  HOLROYD,  Chairman. 


Councillor  Miss  M.  NODEN.  Vice-Chairman. 


Councillor  BAYLEY. 

„  COCKROFT. 

„  FIRTH. 

„  Mrs.  A.  HOLROYD. 

„  Miss  M.  NODEN. 

MALLINSON. 


Councillor  A.  W.  SMITH. 

„  W.  STILLINGFLEET. 

TETLEY. 

„  WILCOCK. 

„  WAINWRIGHT. 


Co-opted  on  Child  Welfare  Committee: 

Mrs.  M.  M.  WADDINGTON  -  Dr.  W.  CHALMERS 

Dr.  E.  W.  N.  WOOLER. 


Representatives  on  Hospital  Boards; 
Liversedge  and  Mirfield — 

Councillors  BLACKBURN,  CROSSLAND,  HEATON, 
HOLROYD  and  TETLEY. 

North  Bierley — 

Councillors  BAYLEY,  RIDING  and  PULLAN. 
Oakwell — 

Councillors  COOPER  and  STILLINGFLEET. 
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STAFF  OF  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

Medical  Staff. 

JAMES  B.  McKinney,  m.b.,  ce.b.,  b.a.o.,  d.p.h. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

School  Medical  Officer. 

Medical  Officer  to  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

Medical  Superintendent  to  Liversedge  and  Mirfield  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Resigned  June,  1947. 

W.  M.  DOUGLAS,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Appointed  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer 
June,  1947,  and  Divisional  Medical  Officer  10th  November, 

1947. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Staff. 

*J.  F.  TEMPLEMAN,  C.R.S.I.,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

*C.  CLARKE,  C.R.S.I.,  Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  (Left  17/5/47) 

*F.  E.  DAWSON,  C.R.S.L,  Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
(Commenced  16/6/47). 

fP.  Foulds,  C.R.S.L,  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector. 

*H.  DYSON,  C.R.S.L,  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector.  (Left  31/5/47). 

*G.  M.  GILMORE,  C.R.S.L,  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector. 

J.  G.  SCOTT;  C.R.S.L,  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(Commenced  15/7/47). 

Health  Visitors  (Part  time  School  Nurses). 

Miss  D.  DAY,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert,  of  R.S.I. 

Miss  D.  SCHOFIELD,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert,  of  R.S.I. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  DICKENS,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  M.  PATERSON,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert,  of  R.S.I. 

W.R.C.C.  Midwives  employed  in  the  area. 

Miss  E.  J.  POTTS,  CM.B. 

Miss  L.  BENFELL,  S.R.N.,  CM.B. 

Mrs.  D.  M.  GOMERSAL,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B. 

Mrs.  E.  JOHNSON,  C.M.B. 

Mrs.  B.  RYDER,  C.M.B. 

Clerical  Staff. 

Miss  M.  R.  FURNESS,  Chief  Clerk. 

Mr.  W.  F.  THORNTON,  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Clerk. 

Miss  O.  ROBINSON,  Correspondence  Clerk.  (Resigned  March,  1947) 
Miss  F.  M.  WILSON,  Junior  Clerk. 

Mrs.  V.  THEWLIS,  Correspondence  Clerk.  (Commenced  March,  1947) 

*  Hold  certificate  for  Meat  Inspection, 
f  On  Military  Service. 
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Ambulance  Staff. 

J.  S.  EARNSHAW,  Foreman  Driver. 

T.  HARDY,  Driver. 

H.  R.  WATSON,  Driver. 

Miss  HILTON,  Female  Attendant. 

Mrs.  IREDALE,  Female  Attendant. 

Mrs.  LEWIS,  Female  Attendant. 

Staff  Moorend  Day  Nursery,  1947. 

Mrs.  W.  M.  BROOKE,  S.R.N.,  Matron. 

Miss  ARMITAGE,  S.E.A.N.,  Deputy  Matron. 
Miss  M.  A.  LAWTON,  Nursery  Assistant. 
Miss  DAVENPORT,  C.N.N. 

Miss  LONGDEN,  Nursery  Student. 

Miss  WAINWRIGHT,  Nursery  Student. 

Miss  NAYLOR,  Nursery  Student. 

Miss  MILLAR,  Nursery  Student. 


5 


8th  October,  1948. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
COMMITTEE,  SPENBOROUGH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report  relating 
to  the  Urban  District  of  Spenborough,  and  the  work  of  the  Health 
Department  for  the  year  1947. 

Dr.  J.  B.  McKinney  resigned  his  appointment  as  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  on  l4th  June,  1947,  to  take  up  his  appointment  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  the  County  of  Down,  Northern  Ireland,  from 
which  date  I  assumed  the  duties  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the 
Urban  District  of  Spenborough.  It  was  not  possible  to  obtain  the 
services  of  a  full  time  Assistant  Medical  Officer  and  the  various  clinic 
services  were  only  adequately  maintained  through  the  good  offices  of 
various  general  practitioners  of  the  district  who  undertook  part  time 
duties  although  heavily  engaged  in  their  own  sphere. 

The  vital  statistics  show  that  in  many  respects  Spenborough  has 
had  a  favourable  year.  The  death  rate  is  the  lowest  for  12  years,  but 
still  greater  than  the  national  rate  and  also  greater  than  the  average 
for  towns  of  similar  size  throughout  the  country.  The  number  of 
births  and  the  birth  rate  are  the  highest  ever  recorded,  and  there  is  a 
natural  increase  of  population  (births  minus  deaths)  of  309  as  compared 
with  126  last  year.  There  were  no  maternal  deaths  and  the  infantile 
mortality  rate  is  also  the  lowest  recorded.  The  still  birth  rate  remains 
disturbingly  high  and  demands  increasing  medical  knowledge  of  the 
causes  of  still  birth.  Investigations  into  the  blood  of  pregnant  women 
in  connection  with  the  rhesus  factor  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction, 
and  we  may  expect  our  knowledge  of  the  causes  of  still  birth  to  be 
expanded  considerably  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 

The  work  done  by  the  Domiciliary  Midwives  in  the  Spenborough 
area  during  the  year  has  been  exceptionally  onerous,  particularly  in 
view  of  the  severe  winter  weather,  and  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing 
my  admiration  for  the  devoted  and  skilful  manner  in  which  they  have 
carried  out  their  duties. 

In  February  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  administered  by  the 
Liversedge  and  Mirfield  Joint  Hospital  Board  re-opened  as  a  County 
Maternity  Home.  89  Spenborough  residents  have  been  confined  there 
during  the  year,  and  it  has  proved  to  be  a  very  great  benefit,  particularly 
to  those  mothers  who  have  had  difficulties  of  housing  or  household 
management  to  contend  with. 

Reference  to  the  statistics  of  the  Ante-natal  and  Child  Welfare 
Clinics  reveals  the  high  regard  in  which  these  services  are  held,  and 
the  extent  to  which  they  have  now  become  an  established  facet  of  the 
lives  of  our  citizens. 

As  regards  the  incidence  of  zymotic  diseases  there  were  moderate 
outbreaks  of  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Chicken  Pox,  which 
attacked  mainly  the  1  -  5  year  age  group  in  the  second  quarter  of  the 
year,  this  latter  a  favourable  circumstance  since  the  respiratory 
complications  are  generally  less  prevalent  than  in  the  winter  months. 
Spenborough  did  not  escape  the  nation  wide  increase  of  Poliomyelitis 
and  8  notifications  of  the  disease  were  received.  Happily  no  deaths 
occurred  among  these  cases,  and  in  only  2  of  them  did  the  disease 
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appear  to  be  severe.  Unfortunately  these  two  cases  were  both  expectant 
mothers  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  they  are  still  in  hospital  and  have 
had  normal  confinements.  Only  4  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  during 
the  year,  all  within  the  age  group  15-25  years.  This  is  a  new  low 
record  for  the  enlarged  Urban  District  and  is  a  tribute  to  the  efficacy 
of  immunisation  against  the  disease.  In  only  one  case  was  the  patient 
stated  to  have  been  previously  immunised.  The  amount  of  Diphtheria 
Immunisation  carried  out  during  the  year  was  most  gratifying, 
particularly  among  schoolchildren,  and  I  must  record  my  thanks  to  the 
school  teachers  and  parents  whose  co-operation  made  it  possible  to  carry 
out  so  successfully  the  campaign  to  achieve  a  high  degree  of  immunity 
among  the  school  population  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  I 
consider,  however,  that  the  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of 
0  -  5  protected  against  Diphtheria  is  dangerously  low,  and  that  unless 
a  higher  percentage  can  be  achieved  in  this  age  group,  unnecessary 
suffering  and  disease  will  almost  certainly  occur  in  due  course. 

The  Moorend  Day  Nursery  continues  to  work  to  capacity  and 
there  has  been  a  considerable  waiting  list  of  admissions  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year.  The  greatest  value  of  the  Nursery  is,  in  my 
opinion,  to  serve  a  socio-medical  need;  that  is  to  say,  to  care  for  the 
children  of  mothers  who  require  to  work  in  order  to  preserve  the 
family  unit;  for  example,  the  widowed  mother,  the  mother  of  an 
illegitimate  child,  the  mother  with  an  ailing  husband,  etc.,  and  on  such 
a  basis  priority  of  admission  has  been  arranged.  Used  in  such  a  way, 
the  Nursery  has  proved  a  most  valuable  asset  and  has  incidentally 
allowed  the  majority  of  the  mothers  to  obtain  employment  in  essential 
industries. 

In  May  a  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Survey  was  carried  out 
in  Spenborough  by  arrangement  with  the  Leeds  Mass  Radiography 
Service.  The  findings  are  incorporated  in  the  general  body  of  the  report 
and  proved  highly  interesting.  It  is  hoped  to  carry  out  further  surveys 
in  future  years  but  the  units  available  throughout  the  country  are 
unfortunately  limited  in  number. 

In  October  the  Ambulance  Service  was  transferred  to  the  County 
Council  in  order  to  facilitate  the  assumption  of  this  duty  by  the  County 
Council  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  which  is  to  come  into 
force  on  the  5th  July,  1948.  The  service  was  transferred,  not  without 
some  misgivings,  because  the  Spenborough  Council  has  been  justifiably 
proud  of  the  standard  of  equipment,  personnel  and  service  which  it 
provided.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  overall  advantages  of  County 
administration  will  not,  in  Spenborough’s  case,  result  in  a  loss  of  the 
personal  touch  or  of  local  efficiency. 

On  November  10th  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  also 
appointed  Divisional  Medical  Officer  under  the  County  Council  Scheme 
of  Divisional  Administration  of  the  Preventive  Medical  Services  for 
which  they  will  become  responsible  under  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946. 

The  report  which  Mr.  Templeman,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
has  made  to  me  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year, 
is  a  record  of  hard  work  by  all  concerned.  The  record  of  visits  made 
f-^  ’-ouses  and  other  premises  is  most  gratifying  and  alleviates  very 
considerably  the  conditions  of  over-crowding  and  insanitary  housing 
which  this  area  shares  with  other  similar  areas  throughout  the  country. 
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The  number  of  routine  samples  of  milk  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  for  Bovine  Tuberculosis  is  not  as  high  as  we  would  like, 
but  we  have  unfortunately  been  restricted  in  this  for  technical  reasons 
at  the  Laboratory.  The  number  of  unsatisfactory  samples  of  milk  taken 
for  other  reasons  appears  to  be  high  but  these  are  not  random  samples 
and  include  special  cases  on  which  attention  has  been  concentrated. 
The  overall  picture  of  our  milk  supplies  appears  to  conform  to  that 
prevalent  throughout  the  country.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that 
much  distressing  disease  would  be  prevented  by  the  compulsory 
pasteurisation  of  all  milk  supplies. 

The  Ashpit  Conversion  Scheme  has  proceeded  steadily  and  should 
be  completed  within  the  next  year.  The  salvage  returns,  while  not  so 
great  as  we  would  wish,  reflect  great  credit  to  all  concerned  with  the 
administration  of  the  scheme  and  collection  of  the  salvage.  Over¬ 
crowding  and  insanitary  conditions  of  housing  are  unfortunately  very 
prevalent,  and  the  effects  of  these  conditions,  not  only  on  the  health 
of  the  people,  but  also  on  their  happiness,  are  distressing  in  the  extreme, 
and  cause  frec^uent  disruption  of  married  life.  The  Council's  powers 
to  alleviate  these  conditions  by  provision  of  new  housing  are  of  course 
limited  but  their  anxious  desire  to  do  everything  that  they  can  is 
gratifying. 

Of  all  the  conditions  which  are  opposed  to  health,  happiness  and 
amenity  within  the  area,  the  most  imjportant  are ;  atmospheric  pollution, 
unsatisfactory  housing  and  food  rationing.  W^e  have  been  living  for 
so  long  in  an  atmosphere  of  filth  due  to  smoke  that  we  have  come  to 
accept  it  almost  without  protest.  It  has  been  proved  beyond  dispute 
that  it  causes  disease  and  disability.  It  certainly  causes  ugliness  and 
destruction  of  buildings  and  materials.  It  affects  our  crops.  It  robs 
us  of  enormous  sums  of  money  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  it 
must  have  a  profound  adverse  psychological  effect  on  our  people.  It 
can  be  abolished  and  the  problem  should  be  tackled  nationally;  we  want 
a  plan  to  work  to,  we  want  above  all  some  hope  that  the  question  is 
being  dealt  with  as  a  matter  of  urgency  by  those  who  govern  our 
affairs.  We  have  our  plan  to  remedy  our  housing  position — whether 
it  is  the  best  one  or  not  appears  to  be  a  matter  of  political  controversy — 
but  at  least  we  have  our  plan.  Food  rationing  is  claimed  not  to  be 
adversely  affecting  our  health  as  a  nation.  One  suspects,  however,  that 
these  claims  are  based  upon  studies  of  mortality  figures  and  do  not  have 
regard  to  morbidity,  lowered  efficiency,  stamina  or  mental  attitude. 
Speaking  by  and  large  we  are  not  having  enough  to  eat  of  the  right  sort 
and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  we  are  suffering  for  it.  The  attempt 
to  overcome  this  in  the  case  of  children  and  expectant  mothers  by 
dietary  supplements  is  a  wise  decision. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  thank  the  Chairmen  and  Members 
of  the  Health  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committees  for  their 
support  and  encouragement.  I  would  like  also  particularly  to  thank  all 
rnembers  of  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  loyalty,  for 
their  tolerance  and  for  their  constant  endeavours  to  maintain  the  Health 
Services  of  the  area  at  a  high  pitch  of  efficiency. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  ladies  and  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  DOUGLAS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  (in  acres)  . 

Population  (census  1931:  30,963)— Registrar  General’s 


estimated  to  mid  1947  .  35,930 

Average  number  of  persons  to  acre  .  435 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  to  end  of  1947  .  11,997 

Average  No.  of  persons  per  house  .  3  (2.99) 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1947  (estimate)  ...  ...  £176,000 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  (estimate)  .  £665 

Population. 


The  population  of  the  original  Urban  District  of  Spenborough 
at  the  1931  census  was  30,963.  The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of 
the  population  of  the  enlarged  Urban  District  of  Spenborough  for  the 
middle  of  1947  is  35,930,  and  this  figure  is  used  throughout  this  Report 
in  calculating  rates. 

TABLE  A. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 

1947. 

Live  Births 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

361 

355 

716 

Illegitimate  . 

16 

24 

40 

Total 

•  •  •  •  • 

377 

379 

756 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

population: 

21.04. 

Still  Births 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

l.egitimate  . 

18 

8 

26 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

— 

Total  . 

18 

8 

26 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 

births:  33.2. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Deaths . 

231 

216 

447 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  12.4. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes:  Nil. 

Death  Rate: 

Nil. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Total. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 

20 

3 

23 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

Death  Rate  of  Legitimate  Infants  per 

30.4 

1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 

27.9 

Death  Rate  of  Illegitimate  Infants  per 

1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ... 

75.0 

9 


There  were  756  live  births  during  the  year,  which  is  110  more 
than  in  1946;  the  birth  rate  at  21.04  has  consequently  increased  from 
its  level  of  last  year  (18.2)  and  for  the  first  time  on  record  is  higher 
than  the  average  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  still  birth  rate  of  33.2  per  thousand  live  and  still  births 
shows  an  increase  of  10.5  per  thousand  over  the  previous  year.  Once 
again  all  the  still  births  occurred  in  legitimate  pregnancies,  and  in 
each  case  the  medical  facts  were  investigated  as  fully  as  possible.  There 
were  no  deaths  from  Puerperal  causes,  and  for  the  second  year  in 
succession  the  Maternal  Mortality  rate  for  the  year  is  Nil,  whereas  that 
for  England  and  Wales  is  1.17  per  thousand  live  and  still  births. 

The  death  rate  of  illegitimate  infants  per  thousand  illegitimate 
live  births  is  75.0,  compared  with  the  figure  of  27.9  per  thousand 
legitimate  infants. 

TABLE  B. 

BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  THE  DISTRICT,  1947 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Cleckheaton — East  . 

18 

23 

41 

Cleckheaton — West  . 

25 

28 

53 

Hightown  and  Hartshead  . 

24 

24 

48 

Birkenshaw  . 

17 

14 

31 

Gomersal  . 

48 

34 

82 

Millbridge  . 

14 

20 

34 

Scholes  . 

20 

11 

31 

Spen  and  Littletown  .  . 

24 

18 

42 

Oakenshaw  and  Hunsworth  . 

20 

16 

36 

Roberttown  and  Norristhorpe  . 

35 

26 

61 

Totals  . 

245 

214 

459 

Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  in  1947  was  298. 
From  this  must  be  deducted  five  deaths  of  persons  resident  outside  the 
district  who  died  within  its  boundaries,  and  to  them  must  be  added  154 
deaths  of  residents  who  died  elsewhere.  This  gives  the  number  of  net 
deaths  as  447,  equal  to  a  rate  of  12.4  per  thousand,  compared  with 
14.7  in  1946.  The  death  rate  is  the  lowest  on  record  since  1935  (12.3), 
but  slightly  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  and  that  for  districts 
with  a  similar  population  throughout  the  country.  Almost  three 
quarters  of  the  total  deaths  were  caused  by  Heart  Disease  (138),  Cancer 
(67),  Intra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  (57);  other  causes  not  specified  in 
schedule  (53). 

Of  the  23  instances  of  death  within  the  first  year  of  life  occurring 
in  1947,  the  most  frequent  causes  are  prematurity  (8  cases),  pneumonia 
(3  cases),  and  gastro  enteritis  (3  cases).  The  death  rate  of  infants 
under  1  year  of  age  per  thousand  live  births  is  30.4,  which  is  considerably 
lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  (41),  compares  very  favourably 
with  54.2  for  1946  and  is  in  fact  the  lowest  on  record. 
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Table  C. — Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality, 
Maternal  Death  Rate  and  Case  Rate  of  Certain  Infectious 
Diseases  in  the  year  1 947  compared  with  other  areas. 


Rates  per 

1,000  Total  Population 

England 

and 

Wales 

126  County  ' 

Borough  and 

Great  Towns 

including  London 

148  Smaller  Towns 

Estimated  Resident 

Population  25,000 

to  5o,000  at  Census 

1931 

London 

Spen- 

borough 

Births 

Live 

20.5 

23.3 

22.2 

22.7 

21.04 

Still 

0.50 

0.62 

0.54 

0.49 

0.72 

Deaths 

All  causes  .... 

12.0 

13.0 

11.9 

12.8 

12.4 

Typhoid  and  Para 

Typhoid . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02 

0.00 

Diphtheria . 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Influenza 

0.09 

0.09 

0.08 

0.08 

0.08 

Small  Pox . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

0.00 

Notifications 

Fyphoid  F'ever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ..... 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

0.05 

0.06 

0.05 

0.05 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.37 

1.54 

1.37 

1.31 

0.75 

Whooping  Cough 

2.22 

2.41 

2.02 

2.80 

3.53 

Diphtheria  .... 

0.13 

0.15 

0.14 

0.14 

0.11 

Erysipelas  . 

0.19 

0.21 

0.18 

0.22 

0.11 

Small-Pox _ 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

9.41 

9.13 

9.58 

5.29 

11.36 

Pneumonia 

0.79 

0.89 

0.68 

0.64 

0.56 

Deaths  under  1  year  of 

age  (Rates  per  1,000 

Live  Births)  . 

41 

47 

36 

37 

30.4 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

and  Enteritis  under  2 

years  of  age  (Rates  per 

1,000  Live  Births) 

5.8 

8.0 

3.7 

4.8 

4.0 

Maternal  Mortality 

(Rates  per  1,000  Total 

Births)  (Live  and  Still) 

Puerperal  Infection 

0.16 

.Abortion  with  Sepsis  ... 

0.10 

Abortion  without  Sepsis 

0.06 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

0.85 

Notifications  Puerperal 

Pyrexia  (Rates  per  1,000 

7.16 

8.99 

6.27 

1.21 

1.30 

Live  and  Still  Births)  

6.94 
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Table  D. 


CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH, 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1947. 


Causes  of  Death 

All  Ages 

Under  I  year 

1  and  under  5  years 

5  and  under  15  years 

15  and  under  25  years 

25  and  under  45  years 

45  and  under  65  years 

65  years  and  over 

Males 

Females 

Deaths  in  I 

Institutions  » 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

8 

3 

3 

2 

7 

1 

3 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

.3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

Syphilitic  Disease 

4 

3 

1 

4 

Influenza 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Ac.  Inf.  Encephalitis  . 

1 

1 

1 

Cancer 

67 

4 

26 

37 

28 

39 

13 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

1 

Intra  Cranial  Vas.  Lesions 

37 

1 

15 

41 

31 

26 

16 

Heart  Disease 

138 

1 

1 

6 

37 

93 

67 

71 

35 

Other  Diseases  of  Circ.  System.... 

13 

2 

1 

10 

8 

5 

1 

Bronchitis 

28 

1 

2 

9 

16 

21 

7 

7 

Pneumonia  . 

8 

3 

1 

4 

4 

4 

3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodeum  .... 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

3 

3 

1 

2 

2 

Appendicitis  ..... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

10 

2 

2 

6 

4 

6 

2 

Nephritis 

19 

1 

2 

3 

13 

10 

9 

12 

Premature  Birth 

8 

8 

2 

6 

Congenital  Mai.  Birth  Injury: 

Infant  Diseases 

6 

6 

3 

3 

6 

Suicide 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

5 

3 

2 

4 

1 

4 

Other  Violent  Causes . 

5 

2 

1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

All  Other  Causes 

53 

1 

1 

4 

7 

40 

25 

28 

32 

TOTAL — All  Causes 

447 

23 

6 

2 

4 

26 

116 

270 

231 

216 

148 

12 
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Table  E.— CAUSES  OF  INFANTILE  MORTALITY  IN  SPENBOROUGH  URBAN  DISTRICT,  1947 
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Table  F. -VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  SPENBOROUGH  URBAN  DISTRICT  FOR  1940-47 


TABLE  G. 


INFANTILE  AND  MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATES  OF 
SPENBOROUGH  FOR  THE  PAST  20  YEARS. 


Year. 
1928  .. 

1929  .. 

1930  .. 

1931  .. 

1932  .. 

1933  .. 

1934  .. 

1935  .. 

1936  .. 

1937  .. 

1938  .. 

1939  .. 

1940  .. 

1941  .. 

1942  .. 

1943  .. 

1944  .. 

1945  .. 

1946  .. 

1947  ... 


Infant  Maternal 


Births. 

Infant 

Dleaths. 

Maternal 

Deaths. 

Mortality 

Rate. 

Mortality 

Rate. 

438 

22 

1 

50 

2.3 

442 

35 

2 

79 

4.5 

413 

18 

Nil 

44 

— 

396 

31 

2 

78 

4.9 

379 

27 

1 

71 

2.5 

396 

15 

2 

38 

4.9 

338 

16 

Nil 

47 

— 

378 

15 

3 

39 

7.9 

374 

26 

Nil 

70 

— 

400 

38 

5 

93 

12.2 

462 

30 

Nil 

66 

— 

484 

18 

Nil 

37 

— 

495 

20 

5 

40.4 

9.6 

496 

19 

2 

38.3 

3.8 

503 

27 

Nil 

53.7 

— 

472 

16 

2 

33.9 

4.0 

585 

28 

Nil 

47.9 

— 

471 

22  ^ 

1 

46.7 

2.1 

646 

35 

Nil 

54.2 

— 

756 

23 

— 

30.4 

— 
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TOTALS 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Polio  Encephalitis . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

Pneumonia 

Chicken  Pox 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

Erysipelas  .. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

Malaria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Disease 

{ 

827 

00 

>-*  4>.  to 

<05  O  ^  to  to 
i--t--4^<IXC^l04^<J 

All  Ages 

4^ 

05  CD  05  to 

Under  1  year 

474 

to 

CD  00  vj 

00  <0>  O  <05 

<i 

1  to  5  years 

268 

to  CD  (05 

05  CD  O  H- 

H>A 

00 

5  to  15  years 

4^ 

to 

*—  to  H-i  4».  <05 

l5  to  25  years 

cn 

^  i:>5  t-i  4i. 

4^ 

25  to  45  years 

00 

45  to  65  years 

Over  65  years 

to 

to 

Ages  Unknown 

CD 

CD 

05  cn 

to  <1  >-•  4^ 

4^ 

Oakenshaw  and 

Hunsworth 

to 

00 

to  CD  00  Cfl  to 

to 

Scholes 

s 

to 

>-*  4^  4!^ 

to  O  Vj  to 

Cleckheaton 

East 

Ol 

05  05  CO  05 

05 

Cleckheaton 

West 

CD 

to 

Ol  to 

CD  <01  O 

<01 

Spen  and 
Littletown 

CD 

CD 

to 

►“<  CD  to  t-*  t—  05 

Millbridge 

ai 

o 

to  ►— 

to  >—* 

to  to  CO  05 

Hightown  and 
Hartshead 

CD 

OS 

*-»  05 

p-*  4..  O  CD  05  I-*  Ol 

Roberttown  and 
Norristhorpe 

<35 

<05 

05  00  <05 

•-*  CD  O  vj  to  I—  05  ' 

Gomersal 

<1 

to  H- 

05  ‘  05 

Birkenshaw 

05 

to 

V]  *-<  1— • 

4^  <i 

Removed  to 

Hospital 

to 

to 

Diagnosis 

Revised 
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Table  H.  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  ocouring  in  Spenborough  Urban  District 

classified  according  to  Age  Groups  and  Wards,  1947 


85 

to  Ol 

CO  05  to  to  1-*  1-* 
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207 

1— i 

'  O  00 
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to 

43 

CO 

50 

•-*  to 

•-*  CO  00  cn  CO 

58 

tO^-'H- 

I-'  to  00  CO  to  to 

Liversedge,  Roberttown 

Hartshead  and 
Norristhorpe 
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i 

to 
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to 

20 
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00 
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1— ‘  I— ‘  G5  ^  i_i  H-i 
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CO 
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Table  I.  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  occurring  in  Spenborough  Urban  District 

classified  according  to  Areas  and  Quarters,  1947 


1  V'P'P'P'P'P’p'i^'OkO'O'O'OONOkO'O'OkO'O'OkO'O 

1  —  OkO00^C>Ui4^0JKJt-‘OO00'vlQNCn 

Year 

1  Ln  OO  Ki 

1  ts>  sO 

Smallpox 

1  4^K>'^  ►-*U>0O'.-kj0C4-^Is> 

Enteric  Fever 

1  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

1  csi  4^  OO  Oi  OC  4^  Oi  ^  Oo  (1!^  f  j\ 

1  ^^^O^OCkJOO^—  •vJOiOOO^—  OOJOOOCOi-fk.OC 

Scarlet  Fever 

1  h  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  '-f'  K>  t'O  ro  >—  to 

1  -t-kOH—lotOVIOOt— kCoi4j.K*h—  >—  'OO'OOC'—  OCOkO-t-Oi 

Diphtheria 

1  '^^•^OOOOOOvOOt—k'OIOi+.OJO'Ot— ■OlOOOOCOlO'O' 

Pneumonia 

1  h-  i-k  to  ^ 

Cerebro  Spinal 

Fever 

1  -f^*-“'Ooot-^u>oooojtoLticoocl^(:>^oO'4^uikOojto!l> 

Erysipelas 

1  h-  h-  to  H- 

Malaria 

1  ►^^'-‘1— klvJtOOJh-tOk—  OJt^ 

Puerperal  Fever 

1  »-k  •— ‘tOtO-f^OOit— k|— k4^l— kto  to-fitoi— ktOOJ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1  otto  — —  -f^cyiOJtoojh-kc>Oip— tok— kOJOJto 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatoram 

1  totoi— ktjitoi— kOi  1— kOJk- k—  to  to 

1  !^o^u)ouiak0ooi-‘coooooouiv04i.u)^oo 

1  ^^OtOojcntOk—  OCyitOCOOJ  —  ojk— 

Chicken  Pox 

1  tOtOk— ‘►—tot— kK*  t_itotO>— k  — ‘tototototoi—kto^t^j 

1  '^OOOOCnU.vOCk-f^UiOOO'UiOOtOtOOOkl^koJow^ 

Respiratory 

Tuberculosis 

1  '►10'OsOU)4^00-Ck‘  —  oj-pk.tO00VIU)F-4ii-kU>OC'0> 

Other  Tuberculosis 

1  ^  OJ  1—  Oi  4i.  sO 

1  OO— k'Oi-o-t-'O  — 

1  OOOJtoOi—  OOCK* 

Measles 

1  1— k  to  ‘—‘to  to 

1  tovii— ‘O-^'O^'oi 

1  ^toOitot-nvOCyivO 

Whooping  Cough 

1  O  —  OJk-OisO  C/ik-  H-  h-  K>4i*tOK5 

Other  Diseases 

1  (»L 

1  ^  C'  O  O  00  kO  to  O  OJ  k—  kO  O  *0  Ol  ^  to  00  *0  1-^  OJ  -t^k  00 

Totals 
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Table  J.  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  in  Spenborough  Urban  District,  1925-1947 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Children  were  immunised  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  and  the 
School  Clinic.  An  intensive  campaign  was  held  during  the  second  half 
of  the  year  to  encourage  the  parents  of  school  children  to  take  advantage 
of  the  recommended  re-inforcing  doses  and  immunisation  was  carried 
out  in  the  schools.  The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  number 
of  children  immunised  during  the  year. 


Period 

Under  5 

5—14 

Re-Inforcing 

6  months  ending 
30th  June,  1947 

137 

13 

20 

6  months  ending 
31st  December,  1947 

310 

80 

1486 

TOTAL 

447 

93 

1506 

TABLE  SHOWING  THE  STATE  OF  DIPHTHERIA 
IMMUNISATION  1942  -  1947. 


Number  of  Children  Immunised  for  the  first  time  during  each  half  year. 


First  Half  Year. 

Second  Half  Year. 

Total. 

1942  ... 

.  304 

436 

740 

1943  ... 

.  462  . 

155 

617 

1944  ... 

.  145 

188 

333 

1945  ... 

.  207 

218 

425 

1946  ... 

.  318 

219 

537 

1947  ... 

.  150 

390 

540 

It  is  estimated  that  approximately  44  per  cent,  of  the  children 
in  age  group  1  -  5  years  are  protected  against  diphtheria  and  that  in 

the  age  group  5  -  15,  71  per  cent,  are  so  protected.  The  percentage 

of  children  immunised  in  the  lower  age  group  is  far  from  satisfactory 
and  intensive  campaigning  will  be  required  to  bring  this  figure  into 
line  with  that  achieved  in  the  higher  age  group.  There  is  no  reason 
whatever  why  diphtheria  should  not  disappear  almost  completely  if  the 
parents  of  all  children  face  up  to  their  responsibilities  in  the  matter. 

TUBERCULOSIS  —  MASS  MINIATURE  RADIOGRAPHY 

In  May  1947  Spenborough  was  visited  by  the  Mass  Radiography 
Service  operating  from  St.  James’s  Hospital  (North)  Leeds,  and  the 
following  is  a  summary  of  its  findings. 

Total  X-Rayed  at  Cleckheaton: 

(i)  Male  .  1430 

(ii)  Female .  829 

Recalled  for  Clinical  Examination  ...  ...  ...  109 

(a)  Suspected  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  requiring 

observation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Percentage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.97 
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(b) 

Cases 

of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  considered 

active  and 

requiring  treatment  . 

7 

Percentage  . 

•  •  •  «  •  • 

0.31  • 

Total 

Cases 

of  Significant  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

discovered 

29 

Percentage  . 

•  •  •  «  •  « 

1.28 

(c) 

Cases 

of  Non-Tuberculosis  Disease  referred 

to  Private 

Practitioners 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

62 

Percentage  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2.74 

o  •  • '  •  •  •  •  •  •  .  • .  ...  ...  z,  /‘I 

The  cases  referred  to  in  Groups  (a)  and  (b)  above  were,  as  a 
result  of  observation,  finally  corrected  to  read  as  follows: _ 


Active  pulmonary  tuberculosis  9  males  (2  previously  notified) 

3  females 


Inactive  post-primary 

pulmonary  tuberculosis 

Non-tuberculous  disease 

Other  Conditions 

Carcinoma  . 

Refused  to  attend 
Diagnosis  not  yet  made 


5  males 

3  females 
1  male 

4  females 

1  male 
3  females 
1  male 


The  number  of  sputum  positive  cases  among  the  12  cases  of 
active  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  not  available  as  this  information  was 
not  furnished  in  the  annual  follow  up. 


These  figures  of  active  cases  work  out  at  a  rate  of  5.3  per  1  000 
which  is  much  higher  than  the  ordinary  rate.  The  numbers  here  dealt 
with  are,  however,  small  to  give  any  degree  of  accuracy  and  the  marginal 

error  is,  therefore,  much  greater  than  it  would  be  if  dealing  with  lar&er 
numbers.  ® 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Medical  Director  of  the  Leeds  Mass 
Radiography  Service  for  the  above  information. 


The  cases  referred  to  in  Group  above 
follows : — 

Cardiovascular  Disease. 

Hypertension  and  heart  failure 
Mitral  Stenosis,  etc. 

7  •••  •••  ••• 

Pulmonary  Conditions  (Non  Tuberculosis). 
Bronchitis  and  emphysema 
Bronchiectasis 

•••  •••  ••• 

Pleural  thickening  and  fibrosititis 
Pneumo  koniosis 

•••  •••  ••• 

Miscellaneous  Conditions. 

Carcinoma  of  the  bronchus 

Paget’s  Disease  . .  ,  _ 

Diaphragmatic  hernia 
Fracture  of  ribs 

•••  •••  ••• 

Neurosis  . 

Scoliosis  . 


were  grouped  as 


16 

5 

19 

7 

7 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  Tuberculosis  service  in  Spenborough  is  administered  by  the 
West  Riding  County  Council  with  the  weekly  clinic  which  is  held  in 
the  Council  Offices,  Knowler  Hill,  Liversedge.  The  following  Table 
gives  particulars  of  the  age  groups  of  new  cases  notified,  together  with 
similar  information  regarding  the  11  deaths  which  occurred  from  this 
disease  during  the  year. 


Age  Periods 


TABLE  K. 

New  Cases 

Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory. 


Deaths 

Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory. 


0 

•••  •••  ••• 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

5 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

10 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

15 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

■ 

20 

— - 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

_ 

r 

25 

3 

3 

— 

1 

2 

— 

35 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

■  ■  — 

■ 

45 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

- 

55 

4 

1 

— 

1 

1 

_ 

-  .. 

64 

and  upwards 

4 

— 

.  — 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Totals 

17 

6 

6 

11 

7 

1 

3 

— 

1  Male  Pulmonary  -  Diagnosis  1  Male  and  2  Female  Non-Pulmon- 

Revised.  ary  Diagnosis  Revised. 

2  Female  Pulmonary  Recovery  2  Females  Pulmonary  Removed 

1  Male  Non-Pulmonary  Recovery  from  the  district. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
on  the  Register  on  31st  December,  1947. 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Total 

Males  .  116  55  171 

Females  .  68  47  115 


184 


102 


286 


Eleven  notifications  were  received  of  admission  of  persons 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis  to  Sanatoria  and  nine  discharges.  The 
following  are  the  Institutions  to  which  Tuberculosis  patients  were  sent:- 

Admissions  Discharges 


Middleton-in-Wharfedale 
Scotton  Banks 

Municipal  Hospital,  Wakefield 
Dewsbury  &  District  G.  Infirmary 


Form 

4 

5 
1 
1 

11 


Form  11 
5 
4 
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1.  Attendances  at  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 
Elm  Bank  Clinic 
Valley  Road  Clinic 
Birkenshaw  Clinic 


1099 

1170 

346 


Total  during  the  year  . 

Number  of  women  attending  for  the  first  time: _ 

Elm  Bank  Clinic  . 

Valley  Road  Clinic  . 

Birkenshaw  Clinic 


2615 

197 

231 

63 


Total  during  the  year  . 

2.  Work  done  by  Midwives. 

(a)  Labours  conducted 

I.  As  Midwife  .. 

•••  •••  ••• 

II.  As  Maternity  Nurse 

(b)  Ante-Natal  Visits 

(c)  Post-Natal  Visits  ... 

3.  No,  of  Maternity  Cases  admitted  to  Hospital  under 

Council’s  Maternity  Scheme 
Admitted  to  Staincliffe  County  Hospital 
Admitted  to  Crossley  Maternity  Home 
Admitted  to  Leeds  Maternity  Hospital 


491 


341 

136 

1855 

6612 

224 

132 

89 

3 


MIDWIVES’  ACT,  1936. 

Midwifery  Service.  The  West  Riding  County  Council  is  the  local 
supervising  authority  under  the  various  Midwives  Acts,  and  the  work 
of  the  midwives  continues  to  be  co-ordinated  through  the  local  Health 
Department.  Five  midwives  were  available  to  Spenborough  residents 
and  477  women  were  attended  in  their  homes.  224  mothers  were 
admitted  to  hospital  for  confinement  under  arrangements  made  by  the 
Spenborough  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  with  neighbouring 
hospitals.  Under  the  Council  s  scheme  the  services  of  obstetric 
consultants  are  available  to  the  General  Practitioners  of  the  area. 


INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES 


The  number  of  attendances  at  the  Council’s  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  was  9630,  showing  a  further  increase  of  1633  and  establishing 
a  new  attendance  record;  in  particular,  the  number  of  children  under 
1  year  of  age  (738)  attending  for  the  first  time,  is  highly  satisfactory. 


Welfare  Clinics.  (Total  attendances) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

9630 

Elm  Bank  ... 

Babies. 

3067 

Pre-School. 

430 

Total 

3497 

Birkenshaw 

1620 

209 

1829 

Valley  Road 

2388 

272 

2660 

Scholes 

297 

50 

347 

Roberttown 

291 

61 

352 

Gomersal . 

848 

97 

945 

number  of  children  under  1 
for  the  first  time  during  the 

year  of  age  who 
year 

attended 

•  »  •  •  *  • 

738 

number  of  children  between  1 
for  the  first  time  during  the 

-  5 
year 

years  who  attended 

•••  ••• 

75 
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At  these  clinics  medical  consultations  are  available.  Babies  are 
weighed  and  the  nurses  in  attendance  give  advice  and  demonstrations 
on  management  to  the  mothers.  By  arrangements  with  the  Ministry  of 
Food  the  Welfare  Foods  can  be  bought,  and  in  addition  a  wide  range 
of  infant  foods  are  sold. 


HEALTH  VISITORS 

Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  by 

all  Health  Visitors: 

(a) 

To  expectant  mothers  .  i 

First  Visits  ... 

392 

ii 

Total  Visits  ... 

407 

(b) 

To  children  under  1  year  of  age  i 

First  Visits  ... 

778 

ii 

Total  Visits  ... 

2912 

(c) 

To  children  between  the  ages  of 

1  and  5  years  ...  ...  i 

Total  Visits  ... 

2026 

These  figures  speak  highly  of  the  work  done  by  the  four  Health 
Visitors  under  trying  circumstances.  Additional  staff  is  required 
particularly  in  view  of  the  extending  duties  which  will  fall  to  the 
Health  Visitors  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

ADOPTION  OF  CHILDREN 

(Section  7  of  the  Adoption  of  Children  (Regulation)  Act,  1939). 

Investigations  were  made  into  19  cases  of  persons  resident  in  the 
Spenborough  area  receiving  children  with  a  view  to  adoption.  None 
of  these  cases  came  v/ithin  Section  7  of  the  above  Act.  Reports  on  such 
cases  are  submitted  to  the  West  Riding  County  Council  upon  request 
when  the  adoption  is  legalised. 

CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION 
(Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Sections  206  -  220) 

The  above  Act  requires  persons  receiving  children  under  9  years 
of  age  for  nursing  for  reward  to  give  notice  to  the  Local  Authority. 
Seven  such  cases  were  supervised  during  the  year  by  the  Child  Life 
Protection  Visitors,  this  being  an  additional  part  of  the  Health  Visitors’ 
duties.  At  the  end  of  the  year  four  such  cases  were  on  the  books. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  Council’s  ambulance  service  continued  to  be  administered  by 
the  Health  Department  until  it  was  transferred  to  the  County  Council 
on  1st  October,  1947.  The  service  was  operated  very  efficiently  and 
we  were  fortunate  in  retaining  all  our  staff.  From  the  period  1st 
January  to  1st  October  1003  removals  were  undertaken  and  the  mileage 
covered  was  13,342  miles.  The  two  Rolls  Royce  ambulances  were  used 
for  the  bulk  of  the  work  and  the  smaller  Austin  also  did  valuable 
services  during  rush  periods  and  to  allow  periodical  servicing  to  be 
carried  out.  As  from  1st  October  the  ambulance  service  became  free 
of  charge,  a  very  acceptable  feature  of  the  new  legislation. 

HOSPITALS 

(a)  Infectious  Diseases. 

Since  Crossley  Isolation  Hospital  was  converted  to  a  Maternity 
Home,  persons  suffering  from  Infectious  Disease  were  where  necessary 
hospitalised  as  follows: 

i.  Cases  of  Diphtheria  to  Oakwell  Infectious  Disease  Hospital,  Batley. 

ii.  All  other  Infectious  Diseases  to  Leeds  Road  Infectious  Disease 
Hospital,  Bradford. 
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(b)  Tuberculosis. 

In  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  the  County  Council  is  responsible 
for  the  Tuberculosis  Service  throughout  the  whole  administrative  area. 
Spenborough  patients  and  contacts  attend  the  County’s  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  for  out-patients  at  the  Old  Town  Hall,  Knowler  Hill, 
Liversedge,  where  a  Tuberculosis  Officer  attends  once  weekly  to  conduct 
examinations.  Institutional  treatment,  after  care,  and  rehabilitation, 
X-Ray  examinations,  Radiotherapeutic  treatment,  and  Maintenance 
Allowances  where  necessary,  are  all  provided  under  the  County  Scheme. 

(c)  Maternity. 

Apart  from  Crossley  Maternity  Home,  provisions  are  made  for 
the  admission  to  the  Staincliffe  County  Hospital  and  the  Leeds 
Maternity  Hospital  of  cases  where  there  is  illness  during  the  ante-natal 
period,  where  an  abnormality  is  expected,  or  where  home  conditions  are 
unsatisfactory. 

The  number  of  mothers  attending  the  Council’s  ante-natal  clinics 
once  again  established  a  new  high  record  of  491,  and  this  is  regarded 
as  being  highly  satisfactory. 

(d)  General. 

Other  patients  requiring  general  medical  or  surgical  treatment  as 
hospital  out-patients  or  in-patients  used  the  hospitals  in  the  neighbouring 
County  Boroughs  of  Leeds,  Bradford,  and  Dewsbury. 


DAY  NURSERIES 


Moorend  Day  Nursery 

0-2 

2  -  5 

Number  of  approved  places  . 

15 

25 

No.  of  Children  on  register  at  beginning 

of  year 

J  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

13 

19 

No.  of  new  cases  admitted  during  the  year 

13 

15 

No.  of  children  discharged  during  the  year 

7 

10 

No.  of  cases  on  register  at  end  of  the  year 

16 

27 

Average  attendance  of  children  . 

11 

24 

Average  number  of  mothers  with  children 

in  the  nursery  . 

36 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  F.  Templeman,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
who  has  furnished  me  with  the  following  report  upon  the  work  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area  in 
accordance  with  the  Sanitary  Officers’  (Outside  London)  Regulations, 
1935.  In  spite  of  difficulties  caused  by  the  severe  weather  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year  and  changes  in  staff,  a  fine  record  of  work  and  a  good 
service  to  the  public  has  been  maintained. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


Bakehouses. 

There  are  21  bakehouses  in  the  area,  and  39  inspections  were 
made  during  the  year.  One  notice  was  served  for  limewashing  and  this 
was  complied  with. 

Factories  (Mechanical  and  Non-Mechanical) 

There  are  342  factories  in  the  area,  274  with  mechanical  power 
and  68  without.  85  inspections  were  made  of  these  premises  and  the 
following  improvements  were  carried  out. 

Improvements 

Artificial  light  provided  to  conveniences  .  4 

Dirty  walls  of  W.C.’s  cleansed  .  8 

Insanitary  conveniences  replaced  .  2 

W.C.  apparatus  repaired  .  1 

New  sanitary  annexe  provided  .  1 

Doors  provided  to  sanitary  conveniences  .  9 

Lack  of  intervening  ventilated  space  to  W.C. 

compartments  .  5 

Insufficient  ventilation  to  W.C.  compartments  .  2 

Separation  of  sexes  .  8 

FOOD  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  MILK  SUPPLY 
Registration  of  Producers  and  Retailers. 

Registered  Cowkeepers  .  93 

Registered  Producers  (Retail)  .  71 

Registered  Producers  (Wholesale)  . 22 

Registered  Retailers  (Non-Producers  residing  in  the 

area)  .  21 

Registered  Retailers  from  other  areas  .  10 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  REGULATIONS,  1936  to  46 

Number  of  Licences  issued  by  the  County  Council. 

To  produce  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  .  7 

To  produce  Accredited  Milk  .  19 

Number  of  Licences  issued  by  the  Council. 

Principal  Licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  .  1 

Principal  Licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  3 

Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  7 

Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  3 

The  following  were  registered  during  the  year. 

2  Cowkeepers  and  Wholesale  Purveyors  of  Milk. 

1  Retailer. 

1  Cowkeeper  and  Retail  Purveyor  of  Milk. 

Producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  increased  by  1  during  the 
year  and  Accredited  Producers  decreased  by  1. 

227  inspections  were  made  to  Dairies  and  Cowsheds.  On  the 
whole,  conditions  were  satisfactory  and  farmers  were  always  willing 
to  co-operate  with  and  accept  advice  from  the  Inspectors  of  the 
Department. 
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MILK  SAMPLING 


The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  samples  taken  during 
the  year  by  the  Department  and  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council. 


Spenborough  Health  Department. 

Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory.  Total. 

Accredited  .  7  4  11 

Pasteurised  .  8  2  10 

Ordinary  .  146  31  177 

161  37  198 

School  Milk. 

Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory.  Total. 
Accredited  .  6  1  7 

Pasteurised  .  3  —  3 

9  1  .  10 


Every  producer  is  notified  of  the  result  of  any  sample  taken. 
In  the  case  of  an  unsatisfactory  sample,  the  farm  is  visited  and  advice 
given  as  to  the  probable  cause  of  the  trouble.  No  difficulties  were 
encountered  and  the  following  repeat  sample  was  usually  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 


EXAMINATION  FOR  BACILLUS  TUBERCULOSIS 

During  the  year  16  samples  were  submitted  by  the  Department 
for  examination  for  Tuberculosis.  15  were  found  to  be  negative  and  1 
positive.  A  repeat  sample  was  taken  at  the  farm  from  which  the 
positive  sample  was  obtained  but  this  was  negative.  No  animals  were 
slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order. 

Samples  taken  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council  as  the  Licensing 

Authority 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936  to  46 

Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory.  Total. 

Tuberculin  Tested  .  8  —  8 

Accredited  .  17  6  23 

25  6  31 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  at 
the  Public  Abattoir,  Liversedge  during  the  year.  One  Inspector  is 
employed  full-time  at  the  Abattoir  to  ensure  100%  inspection. 
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Month 

Beasts. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

Calves. 

Total 

January  . 

135 

1057 

41 

165 

1398 

February  . 

159 

734 

33 

156 

1082 

March  . 

236 

843 

58 

281 

1418 

April  . 

261 

874 

23 

211 

1369 

May  . 

242 

524 

6 

137 

909 

June  . 

101 

300 

3 

173 

577 

July  . 

181 

391 

10 

200 

782 

August  . 

285 

471 

5 

211 

972 

September  . 

623 

951 

8 

178 

1760 

October  . 

700 

1910 

23 

191 

2824 

November  . 

527 

2028 

1 

241 

2797 

December  . 

200 

1445 

112 

180 

1937 

3650 

11528 

323 

2324 

17825 

Total  weight  of  Meat  condemned  during  the  year  was: 

T.  C.  Q.  L, 

Tuberculosis  .  19  16  2  4 

Other  Diseases  .  7  19  2  18 


27  16  0  22 


357  visits  were  made  to  the  Public  Abattoir  and  Private 
Slaughterhouses  in  the  district. 


The  following  unsound  food  was  condemned  and  surrendered 
from  shops,  wholesale  food  premises  and  Ministry  of  Food  Depots. 

lbs. 


Sweets 

Corned  Beef 
Frozen  Meat 
Tinned  Food 
Flour 
Bacon 
Prunes 

Tea  . 

Sugar 

Hazel  Nuts 

Carrots 

Bread 

Eggs  . 

Butter 

Margarine  and  Lard 
Milk  (30  pints) 

Fish  . 

Tomatoes 
Roast  Beef 


238 

982 

6002i 

5630 

260 

58i 

303 

1 

2 

3 

32 

22 

525 

175 

148J 

H 

45 

196 

7 

3 


14632A 


6  tons,  10  cwtSj,  2  qrs.,  l6j^  lbs. 
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Food  Premises. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  food  preparing  premises 
in  the  area. 

Fish  Friers  .  45 

Premises  where  Ice-Cream  is  sold  ...  ...  ...  31 

Premises  where  Ice-Cream  is  manufactured  ...  8 

Premises  used  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of 
sausages,  or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved 

food  intended  for  sale  .  26 

During  the  year  571  visits  were  made  to  premises  where  food 
is  prepared  for  sale  or  sold.  Informal  notices  were  served  for  the 
following  defects.  These  were  complied  with. 

Defective  floor  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Plastering  of  walls  and  ceiling  ...  ...  ...  10 

Provision  of  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Provision  of  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Lack  of  hot  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Provision  of  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Discontinuance  of  keeping  of  animals  ...  ...  1 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND  CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION  OF 

WATER 

Routine  samples  were  taken  throughout  the  district  with  the 
following  results. 

Bacteriological. 

Samples  taken.  Unsatisfactory.  Satisfactory. 

10  _  10 

Chemical. 

Samples  taken.  Unsatisfactory.  Satisfactory. 

4  _  4  ■ 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i4i 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  227 

Factories  .  HO 

Bakehouses  39 

Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  440 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .._  29 

Public  Abattoir  and  Private  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  357 

Refuse  Tips,  Destructor  and  Salvage  ...  ...  ...  ...  457 

Housing  Act  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  428 

Housing  Act  re-visits  .  393 

Public  Health  Act  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  mi 

Public  Health  Act  re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  542 

Points  Priority  Enquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  493 

Butchers’  Shops  .  92 

Shops  Acts .  26 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  4^9 

Milk  and  Water  Sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2O8 

Verminous  and  Unclean  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  109 

Markets  .  100 
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Interviews .  405 

Complaints  investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  508 

Ashpits  .  690 

Drains  ...  . ■  .  349 

Miscellaneous'  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 
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SUMMARY  OF  DEFECTS  REMEDIED  DURING  1947 
Housing  Act,  1936  and  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


New  dustbins  provided,  including  replacement  of  ashpits  ...  1669 

Defective  wallplaster  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Damp  walls  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

Rain  water  pipes  and  gutters  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  128 

Drains  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

W.C.  apparatus  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Ranges  and  flues  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Roofs  made  weatherproof  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  131 

Doors  and  wdndows  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  110 

Ceilings  repaired  .  .  21 

Floors  and  stairs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Ashpits  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  259 

Pointing  and  brickwork  of  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  95 

Sink  and  waste  pipes  repaired  or  replaced  ...  ...  ...  55 

Verminous  premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Water  supply  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Yards  and  footpaths  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cellars  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Cooking  facilities  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dangerous  walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 
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INFORMAL  AND  STATUTORY  NOTICES 

The  following  notices  were  served  during  the  year. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  692 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  628 

Informal  Notices  outstanding  ...  ...  ...  64 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  70 

(By  Local  Authority^ — 6.  By  owners — 64). 

(Including  7  outstanding  1946  done  by  owners) 

Statutory  Notices  outstanding  ...  ...  ...  8 
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Housing  Act,  1936. 

Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  210 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...-  ...  176 

Informal  Notices  outstanding  ...  ...  ...  34 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  4 

(By  Local  Authority  0.  By  Owners  4). 

(Includes  2  done  by  owners  outstanding  1946). 

Statutory  Notices  outstanding  ...  ...  ...  8 


Once  again  difficulties  were  met  with  in  having  repairs  carried 
out  under  the  Public  Health  Act  and  Housing  Act  due  to  the  shortage 
of  essential  materials.  Many  more  re-visits  were  necessary  than  in 
normal  times.  The  Inspectors  of  the  Department  made  many  inspections 
in  connection  with  the  Council’s  Points  Priority  Scheme. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936.  SECTION  75. 

During  the  year  a  scheme  for  the  conversion  of  ashpits  through¬ 
out  the  area  was  continued.  Up  to  the  end  of  1947  the  figures  were 
as  follows: 

Notices  No.  of  bins  Ashpits  Bins 

served.  required.  involved.  supplied. 

646  2074  500  1490 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

During  the  year  1  Council  house  was  found  to  be  infested  with 
vermin  and  was  disinfested  with  D.D.T. 

Nineteen  other  houses  in  the  district  w^ere  found  to  be  verminous 
and  all  were  disinfested  with  D.D.T.  In  addition,  the  household 
effects  of  five  houses  were  fumigated  with  H.C.N.  before  removal  to 
Council  houses. 

A  total  of  109  inspections  was  made  to  verminous  and  unclean 
premises. 


Ashpits 

abolished. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 
Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919 
Infestation  Order,  1943 

The  Department  has  been  very  active  in  this  work  during  the 
year.  469  visits  and  re-inspections  were  made.  When  a  complaint  was 
received,  an  inspection  was  made  and  detailed  advice  given  on  carrying 
out  a  poisoning  campai,gn  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Food 
recommendations. 

During  the  year,  the  survey  of  rodent  infestations  of  private 
dwellings  was  continued  in  accordance  with  the  special  scheme  of  the 
Infestation  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

A  maintenance  treatment  of  the  Council’s  sewers  was  also  carried 
out  and  bait  was  placed  in  270  sewer  manholes.  The  existence  of  rats 
in  the  sewers  was  proved  by  bait  being  taken  in  57  manholes  of  which 
25  were  complete  takes  and  32  smaller  takes.  This  treatment  confirmed 
that  the  rats  were  mainly  confined  to  2  districts  in  the  area. 
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SHOP  ACTS 


The  number  of  shops  in  the  area  is  200.  26  inspections  were 
made  during  the  year.  2  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  found  and 
both  were  complied  with  after  informal  action. 

The  following  work  was  done. 

Suitable  sanitary  accommodation  provided  ...  ...  6 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  are  two  offensive  trades  registered  in  the  district. 

1  Tripe  Boiler. 

1  Soap  Boiler. 

12  inspections  were  made  and  no  nuisance  found. 


SALVAGE 


The  following 
December  31st,  1947. 

salvage 

was  collected 

from 

January 

1st 

to 

Type. 

Weight. 

Value. 

T. 

c. 

Q. 

L. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Paper  . 

223 

— 

3 

— 

..  1421 

17 

4 

Scrap  Metal  . 

11 

7 

2 

5 

64 

12 

0 

Bottles  and  Jars 

27 

17 

1 

— 

122 

8 

5 

Rags  . 

2 

12 

3 

4  . 

42 

4 

5 

Bones  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

17 

4 

9 

Kitchen  Waste 

249 

5 

1 

— 

..  373 

18 

1 

Miscellaneous 

16 

1 

3 

6  . 

46 

4 

7 

533 

5 

1 

15 

..  £2088 

9 

7 

31 
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